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Family 
Christ was born into a family. The angels announced Christ’s 
birth to Mary and Joseph to the shepherds. From Christ’s birth to 
his death on the cross, the Gospels remind us of Jesus’ love for 
family.  And so the joy and grace of family offers a theme for this 
year’s Christmas season epistle.

2018
Ours is a public school educator and student family. The year 
resulted in a challenging transition for Karen, Daniel, and Greg. 
The community’s growth required a new K-6 elementary school, a 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM) 
Discovery Oaks Elementary School where Karen teaches 3rd 
Grade and Daniel is the PE teacher. Karen loves Google 
Classroom, and she and her students have all the technology they 
could ever want. Daniel incorporated STEM in the Gym and 
develops lesson plans that illustrate science and engineering 
principles. Greg did not move to a new school, but Oak Leaf 
Junior High School now has two grade levels, 7th and 8th. He is a 
creative AP Science teacher and has a nice reputation among his 
former and current students.

In keeping with the education family and education themes, 
Linda agreed to return to grant writing and devoted countless 
hours to a 21st Century Community Learning Center federal 
grant for Next Level, an after school program in Macon, GA with 
an 18 year history of serving “at promise” youth. She authored the 
organization’s grant five years ago and will hopefully contribute to 
a successful funding for another five years.
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Emma 

Emma is a sweet artist and 
baker. She loves photography 
and watercolor painting.  She 
made county band, swims 
year-round on two teams and 
is a Junior Honor Society 
Member. 

Lily 

Lily loves school and is part of 
the first 5th grade class in a 
new STEAM elementary 
school. She is the primary 
“researcher’ on the school 
robotics team and swims with 
Emma on two teams. 

Matthew 

Matthew is in first grade and 
like his eldest cousin is an 
aspiring artist. He sketched 
God in shorts last week in SS.  
Matthew also loves puppets 
and is particularly interested in 
the Sesame Street characters. 
He played soccer, basketball 
and baseball and is always a 
happy boy.
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Gregg continues his research associate work with the Kettering 
Foundation and NIFI with a particular emphasis as a lead writer 
for faith-based deliberative dialogue materials. His local efforts 
included preparing materials and moderators for forums to 
discuss historical legacy monuments and, more recently, an urban 
development program in Jacksonville’s Cathedral District. He 
presented at two conferences in Arizona and is working with the 
University of Florida Extension School of Forestry and 
Conservation on a deliberative project.

Our travels included a return to Prince of Peace, Princeton Jct. to 
celebrate the congregation’s 50th Anniversary, visits with our 
Canadian family, and our 92 year old Clemson football fan, Nana-
the-Great, short Florida stays in Orlando, Pompano Beach, and 
Palm Coast and a wonderful two weeks of hiking in Utah.

We wish you a peaceful Christmas and a healthy and happy New 
Year,

Gregg (gkaufman8@mac.com) and  
Linda (lindawwatsonkaufman@gmail.com)
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